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CHRISTMAS – YEAR A 

 

Christmas offers us an opportunity to recapture glimpses of childhood’s 

sacred memories. There is a timelessness about gazing into the crib and coming 

face to face with the truth that God came down from heaven and dwelt among us as 

a helpless baby. 

The gospel story tells us that at Bethlehem on a starry night the Son of God 

was born. A burst of light startles the shepherds, and angels sang at his birth. 

It’s the simplicity of this happening that captures the imagination. Christmas 

is more than a story that is told – it’s about a birth that brings heaven right down to 

earth. 

Love came down at Christmas, broke the sacred barrier between creature and 

Creator and gave an eternal value to our lives. God has given us the gift of reaching 

beyond ourselves and discovering the joy of heaven. 

There was nothing romantic about the first Christmas. Christ’s birth was a 

hard and bitter experience for Joseph and Mary, two poor people with doors 

slammed in their faces. They were the picture of poverty with neither room nor 

lodgings; forced to shelter in a stable outside the entry walls, where animals gave up 

their manger for the child Jesus. 

The Christ who was to die on Calvary outside of Jerusalem was born outside 

of Bethlehem. The message is clear from the very beginning that the love of God is 

available to all, but especially the poor, the weak, the disadvantaged. 

The stable is an indication of our need to see grace and goodness in the most 

deprived of people. As we kneel before the crib, we pray for the vision during this 

short life of ours to see things God’s way and for the courage to act according to his 

will. 
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Christmas means something only in so far as we welcome the Lord as he 

comes to us in the wonder of every human being and as he reveals himself in the 

value and dignity of every person with whom we live and work. 

One of the things that makes Christmas very special is being remembered by 

friends. It’s essentially a family feast and an occasion for exchanging gifts and 

sharing the warmth of our homes in the company of friends.  

Our hearts and our thoughts are especially with family members who are 

absent and unable to take part in our festivities. God’s presence and love can be 

experienced in healing misunderstandings, patching up quarrels and letting bygones 

be bygones.  

Sometimes removing bitterness can be extremely difficult, but forgiving and 

forgetting will enable us to enjoy our Christmas happiness to the full. 

Christmas is also about kindness, about giving and about the returning of love 

for love. It’s the time of year when our hearts are in the right place and when we 

realise it is more blessed to give than to receive. 

We become alive and sensitive to the many needs of the poor who are crying 

out for our generosity and caring. 

Spare a thought also for those people who find the going tough and whose 

lives at this time are in the shadow of the crib because of a cross or a recent death. 

Our joy highlights their sadness. May your Christmas be a holy one because if 

it is, it will certainly be a happy and joyful one. 

Let us not forget that: Jesus is the reason for the season. 

 


