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Cooperation and Compassion 

Garden Day
If you do not know, Asha Niketan Nandi Bazar is 
located on 10 acres of land. This land is tended 
to by the members of our Garden Programme, 
and yields different kinds of produce for us to sell 
or use. This work can often be quite difficult. So 
when it came time to collect and organize the 
harvest from our many coconut trees, everyone 
became members of the Garden Programme for 
a day! ‘Many hands make light work’ right? The 
job was finished in no time, and we even had a 
bit of fun doing it.

Jean Vanier, founder of L’Arche, says, “Communities are truly communities when they open 
to others, when they remain vulnerable and humble; when the members are growing in love, 
in compassion and in humility. Communities cease to be such when members close in upon 
themselves with the certitude that they alone have wisdom and truth and expect everyone to 
be like them and learn from them.” ... We have over 50 persons involved in our community, 
meaning we have over 50 unique personalities doing their best to share life together! As you 
can imagine, this diversity brings us many gifts, but it also brings us plenty of challenges. And 
although no community can be perfect, at Asha Niketan we must strive to live with the spirit 
of openness and humility that Jean Vanier mentions above if we hope to foster a cooperative 
and loving community atmosphere. We challenge you to join us in living out this mission. 
Together we can make this world a more compassionate place. 



Be the change
you w ish to see in the w orld .

Gandhi’s Birthday
On October 2nd we joined with all of India in 
commemorating Gandhi’s birthday! It was a 
festive celebration complete with music, food, 
and a visit from 30 school children and their 
instructors! All truly enjoyed the program, and 
reflection on Mahatma Gandhi. 

Part of Asha Niketan’s mission is to be a 
“sign of hope” in the world. We strive to 
create change in both big ways—building a 
meaningful lives by building community—and 
small ways—embracing the simple joys of 
time shared together. This is our response to 
Gandhi’s most famous saying...

You’re Invited!
We are hosting another 40th Anniversary 
Celebration on January 27th in Calicut, and we 
hope to see YOU there! This celebration will 
take place after our National Assembly Meeting, 
meaning many other Asha Niketan communities 
from across India will be present. Additionally, 
this celebration will include a Donor Meeting at 
which sponsors will get the chance to meet 
one another. Feel free to contact us with any 
questions you might have about the celebration, 
and be sure to stay connected with us on 
social media to see updates.



In this issue of Asha Vani we would like to recognize 
Ajith! Ajith has been a member of the community for 
33 years! He joined Asha Niketan Nandi Bazar in 
1984, and since then, has become a vital and 
dynamic member of our community. Ajith lives 
in Deepalayam, and participates in the 
Workshop Programme, working to make 
medicine covers. You can always find Ajith 
helping, laughing, singing, or giving a hearty
“Hello!” to anyone he sees. 

When asked to share about his relationship 
with Ajith, Boban said “Ajith is wonderful.” 
He expressed how he appreciates Ajith’s 
gentle demeanor, and strong love for his 
family. Boban also explained how “Whatever 
we are telling, Ajith is obeying—without 
complaining.” Simply put, Ajith can be quite 
gullible at times. Of course, this personality 
trait can be funny in many moments, but
there is also a great beauty in it. Ajith has 
full trust in the people around him, helping 
him to build stronger relationships. What 
would happen if we all trusted people a little
more like Ajith?

Mr. Deepalayam

Q: What is your favorite color?
A: Ajith listed off almost every color—
   maybe all colors are his favorite.

Q: What is your favorite song?
A: Kaliveedurangiyalloo...
   Kalivaakkurangiyalloo...

Q: Who is your best friend?
A: Ajith listed many names—maybe he 
   wants to be everyone’s best friend.

Q: What do you like about Asha Niketan?
A: Ajith mentioned cleaning the yard, 
   attending meetings, and welcoming 
   guests—maybe he likes the busy, social 
   atmosphere.



L’Arche Family Day

Sponsor Testimonies

On October 7th our community celebrated L’Arche Family Day. Asha Niketan Nandi Bazar
is one of 151 L’Arche communities that exist all over the world, and this day is meant to 
be a reminder of those communities—our greater L’Arche family! This year
L’Arche Internationale encouraged all to focus on the theme of “unity”
during their celebrations. At Asha Niketan Nandi Bazar, we spent 
time telling stories, praying, sharing, and doing a little art. As you
can see from the photos on the right, we created
a “L’Arche Family Tree” to help provide a
visual representation of unity. At the
beginning of the celebration, this tree was
quite barren—representing what the world
might look like without the presence of 
L’Arche. Next, leaves with the names of 
countries that have L’Arche communities in 
them were passed out for community members
to pray over, and then hang on the tree. As the leaves filled
the tree, the tree began to look much more alive and colorful,
just as our world is much more alive and colorful because
of the joy, hope, and love that L’Arche spreads across the
globe. Not only this, but we were able to see how although
        these communities are separated, they are 
    all connected at the base—growing out of
     the same values and mission. 

      Our community is grateful to be a part of such a unique, strong, and 
     BIG family! We are sending love and prayers to all our L’Arche siblings 
   around the world! 

What is it like being a Sponsor? Did you enjoy a visit to our 
community? How has being a Sponsor for Asha Niketan Nandi 
Bazar impacted your own life? ... In future newsletters there will 
be a space for YOU to share your story. We hope that this will 
not only help you reflect on your experience with our community, 
but encourage others to get involved as well! 

Please submit your 
testimony to 
ashacltnandi@gmail.com 
with “Sponsor Testimony 
- Your Name” as the 
subject line. Thank you!



Aswin Krishna: The Challenger...
“Asha Niketan wishes to secure for their members 
education, work and therapeutic activities, which will be 
a source of dignity, growth and fulfillment for them.”

Once during my visit to L’Arche Montreal Canada, 
Robert Louroche, one of the long term assistant and 
responsible for the outreach programme of the 
community, invited me to visit their project. It was a 
gathering of ten differently abled persons. Robert sung 
beautifully with his guitar and the members in the 
outreach programme also were participated in the music 
with their contributions. It was a memorable day with lots 
of engagements and sharing.

While we shared our personal stories in L’Arche, at one 
point, Robert threw a question to the group. What is the 
most hated experienced in your life? We shared 
different experiences in our lives in which we had felt 
hurt. But we all became silent and stunned by the 
sharing of one person in our group. John a differently 
abled person said, he felt hurt when his parents 
introduced him to the visitors. All the other family 
members were introduced by their names, but he was 
introduced with the tail, “mentally retarded,” to his name. 
The pain of John spread to the group and they also 
began to say, yes, we also felt hurt.

Today, the attitudes towards people with intellectual 
disabilities have changed a lot. Society has transformed 
itself to accept the differently abled and bring them to 
the main stream of the society.

As the mission of Asha Niketan is “to make known the 
gift of people with intellectual disabilities through 
mutually transforming relationship,” it is with great pride 
we would like to share a success story of Aswin, one of 
our day scholar with disabilities.

Aswin and his parents appeared to me as a different 
family who take care of Aswin and his sister without any  

differences in their attitudes. They accept both of them 
as they are, appreciate their gifts, and support them to 
overcome their challenges. (See a photo of Aswin and 
his father on the following page.)

Aswin’s father is a retired Sub Inspector of Police and 
mother is a school teacher. When he was ten years old 
his parents brought him to the Day Care Centre at Asha 
Niketan Nandi Bazar. His parents never introduced him 
to their visitors differently; Aswin was always as Aswin, 
their beloved son. It helped Aswin to dream about his 
school studies as other children. His parents supported 
well to fulfill his dream. Aswin learned the letters and 
basic mathematics from Asha Niketan. After that he 
joined the school near his house where he was 
supported and encouraged by the teachers to complete 
the 10th Standard examination. 

Thereafter, with great enthusiasm, he has completed +2 
examinations and obtained the achievement certificate.  
That was his terrific academic magic.

Another interesting moment is when we were invited to 
the Christmas celebration at Sacred Heart Convent, 
Payyoli. Our members with and without disabilities were 
invited to join in cultural programmes and games. While 
Trisha, one of our caregivers who is trained as a 
dancer, was performing a dance on the stage, Aswin 
voluntarily stepped on to the stage and rhythmically 
followed the dance with her. It was a mind-blowing 
performance to the audience and a big surprise to his 
parents. After the programme the members of the 
Convent were thrilled to discover that Aswin had never 
attended any dance classes in the past. His parents had 
also never seen his dancing before. It was another 
milestone for Aswin where he gave a big SURPRISE to 
everyone.

    Written by Kunhi 

 



+91 49626 91620
ashacltnandi@gmail.com

Community Leader Noelia: 
noegrifell@hotmail.com

Chairman Dr. Sreedharan:
drsridar@yahoo.co.in

ashaniketancalicutnandhibazar.org

@ashaniketannandibazar

@ashaniketannandibazar

Asha Niketan Nandi BazarThank you for reading!

Want to Help?
Our community is always looking for ways to 
improve daily life, but we cannot do it alone! 
Currently, we are raising funds to purchase a 
small bus. Each day about 25 day members 
are transported to and from our community, 
but our current vehicle (shown in the bottom 
photo) is outdated, too small, and often in 
need of repairs. We hope a small bus will 
offer our community members a safe, efficient, 
and positive transportation experience, as well 
as help us cut down on unnecessary costs!  

To make a donation, please visit our website, 
give us a call, or send us an email. If you 
cannot offer a monetary donation, but would 
still like to help, please visit our Facebook 
page and share our fund raising video! Your 
generosity is much appreciated.

Aswin and his Father
(Read their story on page six.)


